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of the people; and in & governineh:
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§rst objects of our ofFections: let them be also, the fust, as

well as last: objects of our bounty.

Ia vain do we boast ofa government of equal Tiberty, if
2l of aur fellaw citizens be incapable of
appreciating its advantages. In vain do we talk of equal-
ity, while the light of science sheds its beams upon the
minds of a few only of our citizens. In vain do we calculate
upon the perpetuity ot our free and happy form of govern-
ment, if those who come after us, shall be too unlettered to
learn from the instructive page of history, its origin, and
its great comparative advantages. The strength, prosper-
ity, and general well being of ail republics, emphatically
depend upon the virtue and intelligence of the great body
urely republican

as ours, where it 1s. not only the right but the duty, of every
citizen, at short intervals, to exercise his full and equal
share of the sovereign power, it would seemto be peculiarl}*,
the duty of the body politic to take care that every one
<hall have the means afforded of becoming capable of ex-
ercising that power, and performing that duty understand-
ingly. ‘fThe mental capabilities of her youth, constitute

the richest mine; the greatest resource of the state: assur-
edly then, we should provide that this mine be worked;
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that this great resource be developed. How often do we
see youths of superior natural endowments, who might be-
come, if educated, the pride and ornament of their coun-

e,
try, growing up in agnorance and vice, because their parents
have the misfortune to be too poor 1o furnish the means
educating them? and how many instances of this sort, w
ot our state afford!  Superior intellectual capzeity 1s pe-
culiar to no class; to Do particular description of persons;
and, consequently, is oftener 10 be found in the cottage, than
in the palace—most frequently occurring among the most
numerous ciass. . '
We earnestly invite your special -attention to this all-
important subject, in the confident assurance that you will,
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as far as existing means and circumstances will enable you,
promote tke great and deeply interesting object.

Reposing, with perfect confidence, upon your patriotism
and zeal for the public good, and humbly hoping for a con-
tinuation of the divine Etlessing and favour, we anticipate
highly beneficial results to the community {rom your delib-
erations, and beg leave, - in conclusion, to assure you of
the high consideration, and perfect respect with which

We are, |
Vour ohedient servants,

ient |
JAMES THOMAS.




